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PERRY, Percy 
 

 

Private, 16669 
1st Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Saturday, 24th April 1915 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Menin Gate, Ypres 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 23 years 
 
Percy Perry was born at 12 Primrose Hill, Haverhill, on 14 March 1892, the second 
son of Frederick and Mary Ann, nee Boggis, who were both mat weavers. 
 

His parents, from Long Melford, were 
married in 1887. Their families were 
weavers too but mainly of hair. Frederick 
and Ann’s arrival in Haverhill by 1888 was 
not by chance. 
 

In 1885 a group of men from the Long 
Melford area, who were desperate for 
work, begged D. Gurteen & Sons to start 
making mats and this they did.  Initially 
making rag mats, from factory off cuts, 
this developed into the weaving of 
coconut fibre in a new four-storey mat 
factory in Mill Road. 

 
  

The foreman of the new factory was also from Long 
Melford and may well have known Frederick’s 
father Abraham, also a foreman at the horse hair 
factory there.  So Frederick and Mary Ann would 
have plied their skills alongside friends old and 
new. 
 

Mary Ann gave up work to raise her family at 
Primrose Hill and had six children with four 
surviving in 1911. By then their eldest, William who 
was 21, had left home. Percy was employed as a 
horse hair drawer and his sister Maud, 17, a 
sewing machinist, both working for Gurteen’s. The 
youngest was Edward aged 9. 
 

Percy was to have a few more precious years at 
work and play before volunteering early in 1915.  
He enlisted into the 1st Battalion Suffolk Regiment, 
Service No. 16669, and was posted to France. 
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The 1st Battalion, who had been ordered home from Khartoum in September 1914, 
were mobilised and redeployed to France in January 1915.  They were fighting 
around Ypres, the town in Flanders that was to witness so much loss of life 
throughout the war.  This was the 2nd Battle of Ypres. On 1st April Percy joined up 
with his Regiment and by the 17th they were fighting in the trenches with the 
opposing trenches at one point less than eight yards away.  They encountered fierce 
and costly bombardment by the enemy who were well supplied with grenades and 
trench mortars.  On 22nd April the Germans made use of gas. Overnight on the 23rd / 
24th the battalion had to bivouac under hedges as they had no billets. On the 24th the 
1st  Suffolks and 12th Londons were ordered to advance northwards from the Ypres-
Zonnebeke road where they had been digging in to establish a base in the ruins of 
Fortuin. The Germans had broken through and only these two battalions stood 
between the Germans and Ypres. As soon as they set out the enemy barrage 
increased. To make matters worse the Allied artillery had not been made aware of 
troop movements in the area and continued firing. Consequently, the Suffolks 
sustained many casualties from ‘friendly’ fire.  
 

Percy was reported missing on 24 April. Sadly the announcement by his proud 
parents that he had joined up wasn’t published in the local paper until 1st May.  His 
body was never found and his death was eventually confirmed to his parents as the 
date when he was reported missing several months later in October 1916. 
 

The South West Suffolk Echo of 14th October 1916 reported that: 
 
‘Mr. & Mrs. F. Perry, of 12, Primrose Hill, have recently been informed that 
their son, Pte. Percy Perry, of the Suffolk Regt., was killed on 24th. April 
1915. He was previously reported missing on the date named.’ 

 
Percy was awarded the 1915 Star, the Victory and British Medals and is 
remembered on the Roll Of Honour at D. Gurteen & Sons. 
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Percy’s name is also inscribed on panel 21 of the Menin Gate Memorial in Ypres. 
 
 

 


